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Appendix B — Glossary of Terms

Glossary of Terms Related to the Funeral and Cemetery Industry

Source: Adapted from the Cemetery and Crematorium Association of B.C. by LEES + Associates

TERM

DEFINITION

AT-NEED

BOOK OF MEMORIES

BURIAL

BURIAL PERMIT

BURIAL VAULT

BYLAWS

CARE FUND

(also known as
PERPETUAL CARE FUND

At the time of, or immediately following, death.

Usually refers to the time of purchase of funeral
or cemetery services.

Plague with list of names of the deceased who
typically are located in areas not readily
accessible.

A type of memorial monument.

One form of interment.

The placement of human or cremated remains
in a grave.

A legal document issued by a regulatory
authority authorizing final disposition of human
remains.

A protective, sealable outer receptacle, into
which a casket or urn is placed, designed to
restrict the entrance of gravesite elements into
the casket or urn.

The written regulations, rules or laws governing
the organization, management and operation of
a cemetery, mausoleum, columbarium or
crematorium.

An irrevocable trust fund established, held and
administered in accordance with applicable
law, with the income from the fund to be used
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or MAINTENANCE FUND)

CASKET

CEMETERY

CEMETERY SERVICES

COLUMBARIUM
(plural: COLUMBARIA)

COMINGLING

CONTAINER

CREMATED REMAINS
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for the upkeep and repair of a cemetery,
mausoleum or columbarium.

A rigid container usually constructed of wood,
metal or similar material, ornamented and lined
with fabric, designed for the encasement of
human remains.

Land set apart or used as a place of interment
or cremation, together with any incidental or
ancillary buildings.

The disposition of human remains by interment
or cremation and includes the supply of goods
incidental to the provision of such service, but
does not include the sale of lots.

A structure, building, an area in a structure or
building that contains, as an integral part of the
structure or building or as a freestanding
sections, niches for the inurnment of cremated
remains.

Can be “Individual”, “Family” or “Community”,
based on the number of niches, and how they
are sold.

The mixing of the cremated remains of more
than one deceased person.

A self-contained receptacle or enclosure other
than a casket, made of rigid cardboard,
pressed wood or other similar material that is of
sufficient strength to hold and conveniently
transport human remains, but does not include
a metal or fibreglass casket, or receptacle or
enclosure made of plastic or similar substance,
or a pouch or bag.

The human bone fragments that remain after
cremation that may also include the residue of
any other materials cremated with the human
remains.
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