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5.4. Memorialization & Commemoration

An increased range of memorialization and commemaoration options is
recommended through the following avenues:

e Monuments - develop guidelines for the size and appearance
of memorials and monuments. Guidelines should discourage
oversized upright monuments (over 900mm in any dimension).

o Tribute trees — utilize the proposed deciduous tree allees
along entry roads as an opportunity for memorial trees (see
Appendix C: Tribute Tree Program).

e Tribute bench program — the cemetery would benefit from
additional benches. These sites should offer comfortable
opportunities for rest and contemplation while lending a level
of character that is consistent with other cemetery
improvements.

Recommendations for Benches:
¢ An outlook towards a focal point;

e A sense of protection, especially from “behind”;
some enclosure through planting or low walls to
provide a sense of intimacy;

e Benches should be chosen as part of a package of
overall site furnishings or specialty designed. They
should be high quality and easily maintained.

e The benches should incorporate a back support.

e Solid wood is recommended for the seat and back
components.

5.5. Landscape Planting

Plant materials, particularly trees and shrubs, set a tone and create an ambience
in the cemetery. In the case of Powell River Cemetery, the most distinctive plant
materials currently on site include the row of mature Douglas fir trees on the site
perimeter, and the existing second growth forest. The current palette provides a
framework upon which additional planting is recommended. A series of treed
allees, ornamental beds, and meadow are the major planting elements proposed
in the concept plans.

Selecting species that are the most likely to thrive at this location is fundamental.
Soil, altitude and degree of exposure are key considerations. Likewise, proper
horticultural practices and irrigation are required to ensure optimal growth and
appearance. The use of native and locally-adapted, hardy non-native (but non-
invasive) species is recommended, particularly as they support the desired
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aesthetic qualities of the site. The character of plants that grow in a coastal
environment suggests a regional style that has year round presence and a
particularly showy and colourful display in summer.

The following are general planting recommendations:

e Use plant materials to create a diversity of spaces throughout
the site and to give each focus area an individual identity while
maintaining a consistent appearance overall. These spaces
should be designed to provide comfort and inspiration to
visitors;

e Use high quality and hardy trees, shrubs, grasses and
perennials in accordance with the best landscape and nursery
practices;

e Select plant material with memorial and cultural significance;

¢ Use hedges to define garden rooms, and give the columbaria
areas a sense of enclosure.

55.1. Trees

A mix of deciduous and coniferous trees are recommended, including:

Tree Planting in Powell River Cemetery

Type Suggested Genus Location

Flowering cherry Prunus serrulata 'Shirofugen', | Main Entry Allee
Prunus x yedonesis or
Prunus x sieboldii

Small flowering tree | Crateagus (Hawthorn) or Columbaria Garden Walk
Styrax (Snowbell) Allee

Medium sized Cornus (Dogwood) Columbaria Garden

deciduous tree Room

Large fir Pseudotsuga menziesii Expansion Area — in row
(Douglas fir) along property line

(Crown Ave)

5.5.2. Ornamental Planting

Ornamental grasses and tall perennials are excellent performers in ornamental
beds, and can provide a lush but informal counterpoint to the more structural
character of the proposed tree allees.

Shrub planting should be encouraged, especially at main entries and road
intersections. Informal, loose shrubs should be chosen that complement the
native vegetation. Rhododendron, azalea, evergreen huckleberry, shrub roses
and other woodland species are especially good choices for this reason.
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5.5.3. Meadow

Wildflower meadows are an attractive, low-maintenance alternative to traditional
lawn. A wildflower meadow is proposed in the expansion area (Focus Area 1) as
an interim groundcover treatment in the in-ground burial areas. As burial plots
are filled, the meadow area can be reduced to the size shown on the concept
plan. A native wildflower seed mix should be selected. Spring seeding is
recommended, and mowing is required after the first frost. This type of landscape
treatment requires rejuvenation every second or third year, it conserves fossil
fuels and would create a unique character at the north end of the cemetery.

A wildflower meadow at Capilano View Cemetery, West Vancouver

5.6. Maintenance

The PRRD’s cemetery system currently employs good management practices for
turf care and headstone trimmings. Maintenance activities are carried out using a
conventional array of equipment for opening/closing graves, maintaining turf, and
undertaking horticultural maintenance tasks. Over time, staff should
incrementally improve the equipment and fleet inventory to maximize fuel
efficiency, minimize maintenance costs, minimize carbon emissions and reduce
the amount of paved roads and land that need to be maintained in perpetuity.

Specific maintenance related recommendations at the Powell River cemetery
include:

e Removal of the pump house building and enclosure of the
pump in a steel box;

¢ Installation of a storage box in the works yard to house
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materials previously stored in the pump house;

¢ Installation of a bulk storage area in the new expansion area
(Focus Area 1);

e Use of turf mat technology (eg: TurfTRAX) in order to minimize
damage to turf during inclement weather. These are
ergonomically designed and more durable than plywood;

¢ Adoption of mowing practices to allow establishment of
meadow as an alternative to turf in certain areas.
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6. Development Plan - Texada/Woodlands Cemetery

6.1. Concept Plan

A conceptual site plan for the Texada Island Cemetery is shown on the following
page.

The following sections of this chapter provide detail on the overall
recommendations and enhancements proposed for the Texada Island Cemetery.

These are described under five headings:
e Interment
e Infrastructure and Amenities
e Memorialization and Commemoration
e Landscape Planting

¢ Maintenance.

Texada Island Cemetery entry from Gillies Bay Road
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6.2. Interment

The Texada Cemetery has capacity for an additional 250 full burial plots and
100+ cremation plots. This is ample capacity to meet the long-term needs of the
Texada community.

Although not a priority at this time, a location for a future columbaria/cremation
garden has been identified should the interest for an increased range of
cremation opportunities at this cemetery arise. The existing rock outcropping and
existing trees at the centre of the site represents a good opportunity to establish
the appropriate setting for a cremation garden.

6.3. Infrastructure and Amenities

6.3.1. Parking

The existing parking area in the cemetery is working well, although
conspicuousness of the designated parking zone could be enhanced. It is
recommended that the existing row of boulders be interplanted with a border of
native trees and shrubs, and that the entry off Duker Road be defined with a
combination of hedging and stone walls planted with sedums and deer tolerant
plants.

6.3.2. Entry Gates

The existing brick and steel entry gate is a well-loved feature in the Texada
Island Cemetery. It is recommended that this gateway remain as the main
pedestrian entry and that the gate be retrofitted with the:

¢ Addition of granite or basalt capstones on the brick pillars.

o Removal of the overhead steel lettering, and addition of an
overhead timber structure and/or a new gate (see options 1
and 2 on concept plan).

Consultation with community partners in selection of a design concept is
recommended.

6.3.3. Signhage

Signage is needed at the cemetery in order to improve site access and
wayfinding cues, and the marking of in-ground burials. A signage program
including the following elements is proposed:

e Main entry information sign
e Section markers

e Plot markers.
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More effective signage at the cemetery would improve aesthetics, wayfinding and interpretation

6.3.4. Perimeter Treatment

Recommendations to improve the edge condition at the Texada Island cemetery
include:

o Removal of the existing perimeter fence

o Replacement with a black powder coated vinyl chain link
fence, in combination with hedging and a stone wall at main
entries.
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Example of a stone wall with sedum planting

Recommendations for stone wall with planting:
e Interior of wall to be backfilled with soil
o 20" - 26" wall height

¢ Plant with sedums and deer tolerant grasses

6.4. Memorialization & Commemoration

A Memorial Grove is proposed as the major memorial feature at Texada
Cemetery. Tree planting at the cemetery should begin with a focus on
establishing a memorial grove in the northern corner of the site. Trees should be
comprised of a mix of deciduous and coniferous to provide year round interest.

6.5. Landscape Planting

The following planting approaches are recommended to define and enhance the
different areas in the cemetery:

¢ Plant native trees and shrubs in between existing boulders.

¢ Initiate a phased deciduous and coniferous tree planting
program in the new section of the cemetery. It is suggested
that 10-15 trees be planted every other year, in order to give
new trees time to get established. Begin tree planting with the
planting of a memorial grove in the northern corner of the
cemetery.
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e [Establish a native wildflower meadow in the northern corner of
the site.

6.6. Maintenance

Specific maintenance improvements at Texada include:

o Relocate utility building to a less prominent location; ideally
near the parking area.

o Adopt alternate mowing practices in northern corner of
cemetery to establish a meadow condition.

¢ Install weeping/soaker hoses to establish new plantings.

e Refurbish old markers in the historic section.
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7. Plan Implementation

7.1

Priority Development Areas

The conceptual site plans presented in this report reflect the needs expressed by
staff to increase capacity, improve aesthetics and broaden the range of available
interment and memorialization services. Cost estimates for each area are
provided in the following section.

The next steps towards achieving the plan are prioritized below.

Powell River Cemetery

Short Term (0-5 Years):

1.
2.

I

Formalize name change to Cranberry Memorial Park

Close road north of Mausoleum; clear and upgrade ornamental bed
in front of Mausoleum

Initiate phased development of Expansion Area
Develop Main Entry Area including a new gate
Develop Columbaria Garden

Implement signage program

Long Term (5-10 Years):

7.

Integrate infant graves garden in new development areas

Texada Island Cemetery

Short Term (0-5 Years):

1.

a M w DN

Formalize name change to Woodlands Cemetery

Refurbish of entry gate and adjacent fence/boundary condition
Initiate phased tree planting and meadow establishment

Remove existing fence and install new perimeter fencing/ stone wall

Implement signage program

Medium Term (5-10 Years):

6.

Relocate Utility Building

Long Term (10 Years):

7.

Develop Columbaria/Cremation Garden
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7.2. Cost Estimates

Powell River Regional District

The following are order of magnitude cost estimates based on our team’s
experience developing landscape elements of a similar nature. It should be
emphasized that the allowances shown for these improvements are based on the

conceptual plans included in this document. Future consultation with Staff, the

Board and community members in combination with design development and

construction drawings would increase the level of accuracy of these estimates.

They are, however, sufficient for budgetting, fund raising and/or grant

applications.

Cemeteries Development Plan

Powell River Cemeteries Development Plan
Implementation Table

Priority ~ Timeline Delivery Method Cost Estimate
Powell River Cemetery
Formalize name change to Cranberry Memorial Park high 0-5years  Staff nil
Close road north of Mausoleum high 0-5years  Contractor $ 5,000.00
Initiate development of Expansion Area high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 25,000.00
Clear and upgrade ornamental bed in front of Mausoleum high 0-5years  Staff $ 3,500.00
Develop the Main Entry high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 5,000.00
Develop Columbaria Garden Phase | high 0-5 years Staff, consultants, contractor $ 40,000.00
Implement signage program (main entry information sign,
display case for maps, interpretive panels, section markers,
plot markers) high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 10,000.00
Integrate infant graves as a garden in new development areas low 5-10 years Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 5,000.00
Establish a new permanent asphalt road into the Expansion
Area, with provision to extend an access road into the existing
uncleared forest at some point in the future. Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 15,000.00
subtotal: $ 108,500.00
Legal allowance $ 2,500.00
Other Consultants (Geotechnical, Survey...) allowance $ 5,000.00
Design, Engineering Consultants 15% $ 16,275.00
Contingency 15% $ 16,275.00
Total: $ 148,550.00
Texada Island Cemetery
Formalize name change to Woodland Cemetery high 0-5years  Staff nil
Retrofit entry gate high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 8,000.00
Initiate phased tree planting and meadow establishment high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 3,500.00
Install new perimeter fencing/stone sedum wall high 0-5years  Staff, contractor $ 5,000.00
Implement signage program (main entry information sign,
section markers, plot markers) high 0-5years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 3,500.00
Relocate Utility Building medium 5-10years Staff, contractor $ 2,500.00
Develop Columbaria/Cremation Garden low 10+years  Staff, consultants, contractor  $ 25,000.00
subtotal: $ 47,500.00
Legal allowance $ 1,500.00
Other Consultants (Geotechnical, Survey...) allowance $ 2,000.00
Design, Engineering Consultants 15% $ 7,125.00
Contingency 15% $ 7,125.00
Total: $ 65,250.00
Total (Texada & Cranberry):  $ 213,800.00
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8. Conclusion

This Cemeteries Development Plan provides a framework for future decisions at
Powell River and Texada Island cemeteries. It provides approaches, design
strategies and an implementation plan that will guide service and site changes for
at least the next ten years, possibly longer.

As the plan is implemented, ongoing communication with the community is
important. Opportunities to engage the wider communities on the Mainland and
on Texada should be sought as they will likely yield increased support and
possibly increased patronage — if not volunteer effort — in the cemeteries. As the
Cranberry and Woodlands cemeteries are enhanced through improved
aesthetics, layers of interpretation and increased interment and memorialization
opportunities, they could well become jewels in the Powell River Regional
District’'s open space and cultural sites system.
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Appendix A — Site Photos
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Appendix B — Glossary of Terms

Glossary of Terms Related to the Funeral and Cemetery Industry

Source: Adapted from the Cemetery and Crematorium Association of B.C. by LEES + Associates

TERM

DEFINITION

AT-NEED

BOOK OF MEMORIES

BURIAL

BURIAL PERMIT

BURIAL VAULT

BYLAWS

CARE FUND

(also known as
PERPETUAL CARE FUND

At the time of, or immediately following, death.

Usually refers to the time of purchase of funeral
or cemetery services.

Plague with list of names of the deceased who
typically are located in areas not readily
accessible.

A type of memorial monument.

One form of interment.

The placement of human or cremated remains
in a grave.

A legal document issued by a regulatory
authority authorizing final disposition of human
remains.

A protective, sealable outer receptacle, into
which a casket or urn is placed, designed to
restrict the entrance of gravesite elements into
the casket or urn.

The written regulations, rules or laws governing
the organization, management and operation of
a cemetery, mausoleum, columbarium or
crematorium.

An irrevocable trust fund established, held and
administered in accordance with applicable
law, with the income from the fund to be used
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or MAINTENANCE FUND)

CASKET

CEMETERY

CEMETERY SERVICES

COLUMBARIUM
(plural: COLUMBARIA)

COMINGLING

CONTAINER

CREMATED REMAINS
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for the upkeep and repair of a cemetery,
mausoleum or columbarium.

A rigid container usually constructed of wood,
metal or similar material, ornamented and lined
with fabric, designed for the encasement of
human remains.

Land set apart or used as a place of interment
or cremation, together with any incidental or
ancillary buildings.

The disposition of human remains by interment
or cremation and includes the supply of goods
incidental to the provision of such service, but
does not include the sale of lots.

A structure, building, an area in a structure or
building that contains, as an integral part of the
structure or building or as a freestanding
sections, niches for the inurnment of cremated
remains.

Can be “Individual”, “Family” or “Community”,
based on the number of niches, and how they
are sold.

The mixing of the cremated remains of more
than one deceased person.

A self-contained receptacle or enclosure other
than a casket, made of rigid cardboard,
pressed wood or other similar material that is of
sufficient strength to hold and conveniently
transport human remains, but does not include
a metal or fibreglass casket, or receptacle or
enclosure made of plastic or similar substance,
or a pouch or bag.

The human bone fragments that remain after
cremation that may also include the residue of
any other materials cremated with the human
remains.
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CREMATION

CREMATION LOT

CREMATORIUM

CRYPT

DEATH CERTIFICATE

DIRECT (or IMMEDIATE)
DISPOSITION

DISINTERMENT

EASEMENT

ENTOMBMENT

Powell River Regional District
Cemeteries Development Plan

The irreversible reduction of human remains to
bone fragments through the application of
flame and intense heat; in some jurisdictions
this may include the repositioning or movement
of the body during the process to complete the
cremation; and the manual or mechanical
reduction of the bone fragments after removal
from the cremation chamber.

A space used, or intended to be used,
specifically for the interment of cremated
remains.

Typically, a smaller than full-sized lot

The building or part of a building that is fitted
with approved appliances for the purpose of
cremation human remains and includes
everything incidental or ancillary to it.

One kind of lot

Typically, a space in a mausoleum used or
intended to be used for the entombment of
human remains.

A legal document certifying the vital statistics
pertaining to the life and death of a deceased
person.

The final disposition of human remains without
any formal viewing or visitation, ritual, rite,
service or ceremony.

The removal of human remains, along with the
casket or container or any remaining portion of
the casket or container holding the remains,
from the lot in which the remains had been
interred.

The right acquired, whether or not supported
by a certificate, to interment in a lot.

One form of interment.
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FLAT MARKER

FUNERAL SERVICES

GRAVE

GRAVE LINER

INTERMENT

INURNMENT

LAWN CRYPT

LOT
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The placement of human remains in a
mausoleum crypt.

A grave marker set flush with the ground.

The arrangements, care and preparation of
human remains for interment, cremation or
other disposition and includes the supply of
goods incidental to the arrangements, care and
preparation, but does not include the sale of
lots.

One kind of lot.

A portion of ground in a cemetery, used or
intended to be used, for the burial of human
remains or cremated remains.

A fibreglass or concrete structure installed over
a casket once it has been placed in the grave.

The disposition by:

a. burial of human remains or cremated
remains in a grave;

b. entombment of human remains in a
mausoleum, crypt, or;

c. inurnment of cremated remains in a
columbarium niche.

One form of cremated remains interment.

The process of placing cremated remains in a
receptacle including, but not limited to, an urn
and placing the urn into a niche.

A concrete or other durable and rigid outer
receptacle installed in a grave prior to burial.

A space used, or intended to be used, for the
interment of human remains or cremated
remains under a right of interment and includes

45 LEES + Associates



LOT HOLDER

MAINTENANCE FUND

(also known as CARE
FUND or PERPETUAL
CARE FUND)

MAUSOLEUM
(plural: MAUSOLEA)

MAUSOLEUM CRYPT

MEMORIAL

NECESSARIUM

(also known as FLOWER
TABLE)
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a grave, crypt, niche or plot.

The person in whose name the right of
interment in a lot is registered in the records of
a cemetery and, where the interment has taken
place, includes the person who has legally
acquired ancillary rights to the lot.

A fund established for the upkeep and repair of
a cemetery, mausoleum or columbarium.

A structure or building that contains interior or
exterior crypts designed for the entombment of
human remains.

A chamber of a mausoleum or sufficient size
for entombment of human remains.

A product, meeting the bylaw standard of a
cemetery, used or intended to be used to
identify a lot or to memorialize a deceased
person interred or to be interred in a lot,
including but not limited to:

a. a marker, headstone, tombstone
monument, plaque, tablet or plate on a
lot; or

b. atablet an inscription, lettering or
ornamentation

on a crypt or niche front, or

c. atree, boulder or other feature so
identified;

A ceremony, rite or ritual commemorating the
life of a deceased individual without the human
remains being present.

A Necessarium is a station designed to
accommodate flower cutting activities. It
usually includes access to water, garbage and
a flower cutting table built into one station.
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NICHE

OSSUARY

OUTER CONTAINER

PERPETUAL CARE FUND
(also known as

CARE FUND or
MAINTENANCE FUND)

PRE-NEED

REGISTRAR

SCATTERING
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One kind of lot.

A space, usually within a columbarium, for
placing a receptacle containing cremated
remains.

A vessel for the interment of two or more
cremated remains.

Typically, the cremated remains are
commingled

A receptacle, which is designed for placement
in a lot to accept the placement of a casket or
urn.

An irrevocable trust fund established, held and
administered in accordance with applicable
law, with the income from the fund to be used
for the upkeep and repair of a cemetery,
mausoleum or columbarium.

Any time prior to death.

Usually refers to the time of purchase of funeral
or cemetery services.

“Pre-need planning” refers to the process of
making arrangements and/or entering into
contracts regarding future cemetery services
for one or more persons who are still alive at
the time.

In British Columbia, the person responsible for
the administration and enforcement of
applicable laws and regulations relating to
cemetery and funeral services. (Outside of
B.C. may be referred to as the Regulatory
Authority or Regulator.)

The irreversible dispersal of cremated remains
over land or water, or commingling in a defined
area in a cemetery.
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SCATTERING GARDEN = An area within a cemetery, usually providing an
attractive natural or ornamental setting,
dedicated to the scattering of cremated
remains.

UPRIGHT MARKER = A grave marker that is not flush with the
ground, is mounted on a footing and intended
to be visible over the surrounding finished
grade.

URN » A receptacle for holding cremated remains.
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Appendix C — Tribute Tree Program

Planting Recommendations

« First Priority - allow purchase of trees in areas laid out in the
Development Plan.

e Second Priority - allow purchase of trees to be scattered throughout the
grounds (see Map on following page). Guidelines for layout:

0 Trees should be planted either in rows along pathways or in
pockets, so that they create a sense of space even when young;

o If planted in pockets, sufficient space should be left around the
tree to permit it to achieve an “open grown” quality at maturity

(refer to “Spread at Maturity” in table below).

Species List

Height Spread
Habit: Botanical Name: Common Name: at Maturity at Maturity
large trees Acer macrophyllum Bigleaf Maple 30 20
large trees Betula albo-sinensis septentrionalis Chinese White Birch 25 15
large trees Carpinus betulus European Hornbeam 25 20
large trees Chamaecyparis nootkatensis Yellow Cedar 25 10
large trees Fagus sylvatica European Beech 25 15
large trees Gingko biloba Maidenhair Tree 16 12
large trees Liquidambar styraciflua American Sweetgum 25 12
large trees Liquidambar styraciflua "Worplesdon' Worplesdon sweetgum 13 8
large trees Liriodendron tulipifera Tuliptree 30 15
large trees Pinus monticola Western White Pine 40 10
large trees Pinus ponderosa Ponderosa Pine 35 10
large trees Quercus palustris Pin Oak 25 12
large trees Quercus robur 'Fastigiata' Fastigiate English oak >20m 8
large trees Quercus rubra Red Oak 30 20
large trees Tilia cordata Littleleaf Linden 20 12
large trees Zelkova serrata Japanese Zelkova 30 20
medium tree  Acer cappadocicum Coliseum Maple 11 10
medium tree  Acer davidii Snakebark Maple 15 12
medium tree  Acer rubrum Red Maple 15 10
medium tree  Cercidiphyllum japonica Katsura Tree 12 12
small tree Amelanchier alnifolia var. semiintegrifolia Pacific Serviceberry 8 6
small tree Ceanothus sanguineus Redstem Ceanothus 5 3
small tree Cornus 'Eddie's White Wonder' Flowering Dogwood 8 4
small tree Cornus kousa Kousa Dogwood 6 6
small tree Corylus cornuta Beaked Hazelnut 7 5
small tree Crataegus x lavallei Lavalle Hawthorn 9 6
small tree Davidia involucrata Dove Tree 9 9
small tree Prunus x yedoensis 'Akebono’ Yoshino Cherry 7 7
small tree Prunus subhirtella 'Autumnalis Rosea' Autumn Flowering Cherry 6 6
small tree Pyrus calleryana Bradford Pear 9 4
small tree Stewartia pseudocamillia Japanese Stewartia 8 7
small tree Styrax japonica Japanese Snowbell 7 7
small tree Tilia americana Linden 14 7
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Proposed locations for Tribute Trees at Powell River Cemetery
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